Fatal hepatitis after treatment with isoniazid and rifampicin in a patient on anticonvulsant therapy.
A 58-year-old man with a history of tuberculosis had been treated with anticonvulsant drugs for a long period and presented with a small lesion in the apex of the left lung. Prior to thoracotomy treatment with isoniazid and rifampicin was started. Fulminant hepatitis developed and the patient died on the 7th postoperative day, 9 days after starting the drugs. The risk of hepatotoxicity from isoniazid is increased when it is given concomitantly with anticonvulsants, halothane or rifampicin, all of which induce microsomal enzymes.